DHS Marching Hatter Band 

Basic Commands


· YOU ARE NOT EXPECTED TO KNOW HOW TO RESPOND TO ALL OF THESE COMMANDS ON THE FIRST DAY. THIS LIST IS MEANT ONLY TO OUTLINE WHAT YOU WILL BE TAUGHT.
· When responding to these commands, the goal is uniformity: Everyone doing the same thing at the same time in the same way with Precision and Intensity.

Most Common Stationary Commands:
· To the Ready = This command calls everyone to the ready position before calling them up to attention. Feet are shoulder length apart, chins are bowed down at a 45-degree angle and the arms are relaxed. Your left hand covers your right hand (which is in a fist).
· De-tail ah-ten-HUT = This command calls everyone to the attention position. Everyone is expected to respond “HUT” as they SNAP to the position in one count. When marching, the band and guard are in the attention position, either watching the Drum Major conduct or waiting for the Drum Major to call the next command. Don’t be surprised if the Drum Majors ask you these questions while you are at attention:
They Ask




You Answer
How are your feet?



TOGETHER

Stomach?




IN

Chest?




OUT

Shoulders?




BACK
Elbows?




FROZEN
Chin?





UP
Eyes?





WITH PRIDE

· Pa-rade HUT or Pa-rade HEST = This calls everyone to the “parade rest “ position from the attention position. This position is often called so everyone doesn’t get tired standing at attention for a long time. Everyone responds with a “HUT” as they snap to the position in one count. Feet are shoulder-length apart, hands are in a fist, arms are folded with the left over the right and the head is straight forward.
· right HACE, left HACE, about HACE = Commands that change the direction you are facing by 90 degrees. Everyone changes direction in 2 counts while usually shouting “One, Two” (About HACE is 3 counts).
· dress-right, dress-left, dress-center = Commands to turn your head so that you can look down your line and adjust your position.
Most Common Moving Commands:

· Mark Time HARCH or Mark Time HO = A command to mark time by lifting your heels up to your ankles. Always start by lifting your left heel first and then lift your right heel as your left goes back down and so on…
· Forward HARCH, backward HARCH = March forward/backward. Left foot steps out first. “Roll-step” going forward always pointing your toes up to the sky. Stay high on your toes when marching backward.

· De-tail HALT = A command to stop marching or marking time. Respond “One, Two.”

· Left Flank HARCH, Right Flank HARCH = 1 count 90-degree change in direction.

· To the Rear HARCH = Commands everyone to turn around and march in the opposite direction. Marchers respond, “Step and turn, to the left.”

· Left-turn HARCH, Right-turn HARCH = 4 count 90-degree turn.

· About-turn HARCH = 4 count 180-degree turn to the left.

· Left-oblique HARCH, Right-oblique HARCH = 1 count 45-degree change in direction (like Flanks).

