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Fundraising
As explained previously, it takes a lot of money to run the Marching Band Program the majority of which is raised by parents and students through a number of recurring fundraising avenues outlined below.   

Jamboree:

As discussed, the Jamboree is our major fundraising event. Like other competitions, we earn money for our program through entrance fees, our competition program book, food sales, 50/50 sales and other vendor sales. All profits from this event go to the DHS Band-Aids account, to be used for DHS Marching Hatters Band expenses.   

Jamboree Program Book Ad Sales:

The program book for the Jamboree includes details about our Jamboree competition, but is also a wonderful venue for local businesses to advertise and for families and friends to send a congratulatory message to the band. Ad Sales for this book are a MAJOR element of revenue for our band.  

Several years ago, due to budget cuts, increasing expenses and dwindling profits from fundraisers, Band Aids instituted a mandatory participation fee. The financial stability of the DHS Marching Hatters Band program at DHS depends on Band-Aids providing the majority of funding to the Marching Band, Color Guard and Winter Guard. Students & families who enjoy the benefits of these programs share a responsibility to support them financially; therefore, a $300 per student participation fee is in effect for 2009/2010. Additionally, a separate participation fee is required for the Winter Guard program.

Band Aids realizes that we must provide opportunities for students to raise this fee without having to pay it directly out of their own pockets. Here are several ways to cover the $250 participation fee:

· Sell ads for the program book. The first $300 of ads will cover the participation fee. (We encourage families to sell beyond the minimum of $300 to maximize the benefit to the Band and student account.)

· Sell ads for the program book. If they do not total $300, then write a check for the remaining balance due.

· Ad Sales in excess of $300 will be split: 75% toward the cost of the student's spring trip and 25% to Band Aids.

· Write a check to Danbury Band Aids, Inc. for the total amount ($300). 
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Ad Sales are not only a way to cover your participation fee but also a way to earn money toward your spring trip. There is no cost of goods deducted from the amount sold over $300. It is the standard split between the student account and the Band-Aids portion. Many students each year sell enough ads to not only cover the participation fee but also to pay for their spring trip. 

Pie Sale

In the October timeframe, the students take pie orders.  There are a wide variety of pies sold at a reasonable price. Orders are submitted and several weeks later (in time for Thanksgiving), the pies are delivered. They arrive frozen and can be kept frozen for up to 6 months, and either thawed or baked when you want them. They are delicious! Again, the profits are split between Band-Aids and student accounts.

Butterbraids Sale

In February, Butterbraid orders are taken. These are pastries made by a Connecticut company that also arrive frozen. When you want one, you simply thaw it on a cookie sheet, letting it rise, and then pop it in the oven. They really do smell and taste like they just came out of the oven.  Reasonably priced, these pastries sell very well. Profits are split between Band-Aids and the student accounts.  

Bowlathon

This is a great fundraiser that the kids love!  Lorie’s Lanes in Brookfield generously reserves lanes for our bowlers. Each bowler gets the set minimum or more in pledges for how well they will bowl and if we fill the lanes (104 bowlers), we bring in over $5,000! All our DHS bowlers have to pay for is $15 at the door, which gets each bowler 2 hours of bowling, pizza, soda and shoes.   It is a wonderful time for students, parents, friends and family to kick back and have some fun.  

Scrip

We participate in the Great Lakes Scrip Program, which is an easy way to fundraise using your shopping dollars. About once a month (usually more often during the holiday season), each participating Band-Aids family submits an order form to the scrip coordinator, with orders for scrip they want to purchase. There is an extensive list of grocery stores, restaurants, clothing stores, gas stations, and much more from which to choose. Each retailer donates a percentage of its earnings from scrip to our organization through this program. Families in the past have gotten scrip orders from relatives and close friends, increasing their fundraising dollars. Profits are split between Band-Aids and the student accounts.
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Notable Night

Notable Night has become a favorite! It is an evening to enjoy a great dinner and wonderful entertainment. Outback Steakhouse provides all the food, cooking and service of a fabulous meal. The rest of the evening, including the entertainment, is put together by students and parents. In addition, a Silent Auction is included, with a wide variety of fabulous gifts, dinners, travel locations and other wonderful things to bid on. It is a great event to invite relatives and friends to. The food is fantastic and so is the entertainment. Outback has graciously sponsored this night every year for the past 5 years. We hope to hold it in the April timeframe and we sincerely hope to see you there!

Other Ideas

There are always other ideas cooking for raising money for the band. We hope to blend them with some fun and teaming. If you have an idea that you would like to share, give a call or mention it at a meeting. If your company has an opportunity to contribute to our program (which is a recognized non-profit organization), please let us know. We will be happy to assist in any presentations or communications needed to request support.  

We would also like you to consider joining the Fundraising Committee.  We could use the help!
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