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How Do We Get Judged?

It is very helpful to have a bit of information that describes how our competitions are judged. There is a complex set of rules that creates the foundation for judging. The following is a brief outline of these that we hope you will find helpful in understanding what our children are working toward.

There are at least six judges on the field or in the press box who judge the following captions:

1. Music General Effect: Put very simply, this is the overall effect of the music as performed by the students. These judges also look for visual coordination to the music. This caption judges how effective the overall performance is.

2. Visual General Effect: This is the same as above, but with primary visual considerations. Judges take into consideration the overall visual effectiveness of the show.

3. Music Performance Ensemble: This caption analyzes the performance of whole instrumental sections, i.e., clarinets, trumpets, trombones. It does not focus on the effect of the performance, but rather the performance itself.

4. Visual Performance Ensemble: Same as above, but with visual considerations such as: marching technique of whole sections. Cleanliness of forms. This, like the Music Performance Ensemble, does not take into consideration the effect of the show, but rather the performance of the show.

5. Music Performance Individual: In the caption the judge is sampling each individual performer and awarding points accordingly. This judge considers intonation, tone, and the performance of music of each individual, not a whole section.

6. Visual Performance Individual: same as #5, but with visual considerations of the individual, i.e., body and horn posture, marching technique. 

Other judges you may see: 

1. Timing and penalties: This judges time the band to see if the band is entering/exiting the field, and performing within certain timed guidelines.

2. Drums and percussion: This judge scores the drum line and pit.

3. Guard/Auxiliary: This judge scores the color guard.

4. Drum Major: This judge scores the drum major.  

This is a very brief overview of each judge’s caption; for more info, see the website below:

http://www.bands.org/public/resourceroom/pdf/adjudication/rulebook2k.pdf
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