Greetings!

Mr. Riley, here, with a mid-summer update on our upcoming season.

First, let me say thanks to all of you who’ve organized and conducted sectionals during June and July.  That work is sure to pay off.

During the past two months we’ve had a couple of personnel changes in our instructor staff.  Sal Flores has become Operations Manager of Klaff’s new facility in Scarsdale, NY, and will be too busy to join us this year.  We wish him well.

We’ve brought Mr. George Maloney on board to fill the Drill Instructor’s role.  George has worked in the Marching Band and Guard field for many years, some of them here in Danbury.  Many of his former students are now instructors themselves in some of the area’s most successful programs.  As George will be writing our drill, he’ll have intimate relationship with our show, and should get us competition ready in no time at all.

Currently our percussion staff includes Dave Alley, James Boccozzi and former DHS Marching Band member Kristin O’Connor.  I’m still shoring up our woodwind and brasswind instructional staff.  However, I should let you know that I’ll assume responsibility for our low brass players.  You’d better be practicing, trombones!  If there are any more changes to our instructional staff, I’ll let you know.  

As you’ve read in our most recent email newsletter, Band Camp will begin on Monday, August 17th at 8:00 a.m.  We’ll rehearse until 3:30 p.m., taking an hour or so for lunch.  Please be sure to dress appropriately, bring sunscreen, a lunch and plenty of water.

We’ll rehearse Monday through Friday the week of the 17th.  The following week we’ll practice just Monday through Thursday.

I’m excited about our show, our staff and the upcoming season.  Please feel free to contact me via email with any questions.  See you in August!

Mr. Riley

rileypa@danbury.k12.ct.us

