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Some Questions on Your Mind?
What is Band Camp?

Band Camp is held two weeks prior to school opening. This year, it will run from Monday thru Friday, August 17th through August 21st, and Monday thru Thursday, August 24th through August 27th, from 8 AM to 3:30 PM, with an hour break for lunch. Its purpose is to teach music and guard students the marching band skills that they will need to compete. It is also a time for students to get to know one another and begin the process of becoming a team. It is a lot of hard work and a lot of FUN!

What should my child bring to Band Camp?

Instrument





Lots of water (a frozen bottle keeps cold)

Music






Sunscreen

Pencil (mechanical preferred)



Healthy lunch and snacks

3-ring notebook on a lanyard



Hat and sunglasses

Sheet protectors (about 50)



Light, comfortable clothing

Valve oil, Reeds (winds & horns)


Socks & comfortable sneakers

Where is Band Camp held?

At DHS, where we will use the band room, auditorium and parking lots to practice music, drill and guard movements.

What are “Basics”?

Success in marching band means laying a good foundation. Basics are the essential skills learned for marching. They include how to hold your instrument, how to move and march and how to follow instructions.

What is a sectional and where are they held?

Sectionals are groups of musicians with similar instruments that practice together outside of the regular rehearsals. They are usually held at DHS. They are usually “called” by the section leaders, those students in leadership positions who oversee “sections” of the band.

When are rehearsals?

During marching season (September – November), rehearsals are usually held from 5:00 to 8:00 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and on Saturdays from 9:00 AM to approximately 3:00 PM, or until we prepare to leave for competition. Rehearsals are held rain or shine and are mandatory.

What if I can’t attend a rehearsal?

It is very important to the student’s success and that of the marching band program to attend all rehearsals. However, from time to time there is a conflict. If a student cannot make a rehearsal, the band director needs to be notified in writing in advance. It is requested that this be done at least one week in advance.
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My child wants to participate in fall sports and marching band. Can he/she do both?

It takes a disciplined student, but yes, it has been done. Band rehearsals and sports practice sometimes overlap, but consultation with the Band Director and the team coach usually results in a workable schedule.

When does my child have time for homework?

Believe it or not, most parents feel that their children have the best grades during marching season! They learn to work on a schedule and prioritize their studies and other commitments. Many band students tutor each other if needed. Many students receive honors and high honors, and are members of the National Honor Society and Peer Leadership classes. The Band Director will be reviewing the student’s progress in interim and report cards.

What is a drill book?

A drill book is a small 3-ring binder attached by a lanyard and hung around the band student’s neck. It contains the drill for show. Students need to be able to take notes in it throughout practice as they learn and perfect the drill.

What is a Drum Major?

The band has several drum majors, chosen for their leadership ability and musical skill. They direct the band during performances, offering tempo and leadership for the intricate movements that take place on the field. They are chosen by the Band Director following try-outs that are held in June. All students are welcome to try out for drum major.

What is a Competition?

A competition is an event where multiple bands perform a musical program in front of an audience and are then judged for their performance. Each school hosts this competition at their home stadium, and is usually that school’s main fundraiser. You will be expected to pay a modest entrance fee, usually around $7, and can also purchase food and beverages.

How do I get to competitions?

Look for directions in this handbook, on our website (www.dhsmarchingband.com), on the Musical Arts Conference (MAC) site (www.musicalartsconference.org), or in email communications from www.dhsmarchingbandnews@dhsmarchingband.com.

Can parents go to competitions?

YES, YES, YES!!! Please look at the competition schedule and make it a priority on your calendar! It is a fun and heartwarming experience to see your child in competition. The kids love to have the parents there. We create a DHS section in the stands, wear lots of blue and orange and wildly cheer our kids when they march onto the field. There is a lot of spirit in the air and lots of well-deserved pride! It’s a wonderful way to meet other parents and share a great experience with your child.
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When do the students leave for competition?

Generally, the students depart on school buses from DHS at approximately 3:00 PM and arrive back approximately 11:30 PM. If your student has a cell phone, they can keep you up to date on the latest. But, by the way, it’s great if you go to competition – then you will be very informed of the schedule! (Just had to put in one more reminder to come to the competition if you can.)

What is the DHS JAMBOREE?

The DHS Jamboree is the MAC band competition that is held at Danbury High School. This is our MAJOR fundraiser for the year, and it takes a lot of participation from students and parents to make it a success. There are many committees and many ways for all to help. Look over the list of committees and sign up for one. It is a great way to meet new friends and have a lot of fun! All are welcome and no experience is necessary! In fact, we welcome your fresh ideas and enthusiasm!

What is the Pit Crew?

The pit crew is a group of parents who load all of the instruments and props onto a truck at the school, unload the instruments at the competition field and help the pit musicians bring their instruments on and off the field when it is time for us to compete. It is really a lot of fun and a great way to get to know the band. We are always looking for support from both moms and dads to be part of this team. We can always use drivers as well. One great side benefit is that you will be issued a MAC pass to be able to get into the show free of charge.

What is MAC?

Musical Arts Conference (MAC) is the local circuit of bands in the New England area in which DHS participates. To learn more about MAC, visit the following website: www.musicalartsconference.org.

What is Band Aids?

Band Aids is the adult support organization of the band. It is comprised of band and guard parents and other interested adults. The main mission of Band Aids is to serve the marching band in the following capacity:

1. Provide financial support of the marching band.

2. Organize the committees that help run the marching band program.

3. Assist the Band Director in meeting his goals for marching band success.

How do I stay in touch with what’s happening with the marching band program?

Good question! There are many ways of staying up-to-date with what is happening and it doesn’t stop with trying to get your teenager to tell you. Here are a few communication channels for you to take advantage of:

1. General meetings are held throughout the year. These are open to all parents (because you are all members of Band Aids). These meetings, hosted by the Band Aids President, include a report from the standing committees and the Band Director on band programs, fundraisers, key dates, student activities, band competitions and music department news.

2. Band Aids has its own website, www.dhsmarchingbandnews@dhsmarchingband.com, in lieu of a newsletter. Here you will find a calendar of events, announcements, photos, 
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competition results, links to MAC, and much, much more. Bookmark this site, because it’s a great way to keep in step with the band.

3. Emails (replacing the traditional phone chain), are regularly sent out to band parents and students with the latest info on upcoming events, including reminders of meetings, key dates and directions to competitions.

4. Get involved with a committee…it is a great way to network and help drive the success of the marching band.

5. Come to competitions…the stands are full of parents, many of whom are on the various committees. This is another great way to network and stay in touch, while cheering for our kids.

6. If you have a question, call someone on the Executive Committee or one of the committee chairpersons. It is always much better to pick up the phone and ask instead of wondering. A roster of executive officers and committee chairs, with contact information, is included in this handbook.

What does the marching band uniform consist of and how do I obtain one?

•
Through the massive fundraising efforts of Band Aids over the past few years, the band musicians now have a beautiful new uniform. Each student will be fitted for the majority of their uniform at the end of band camp. Each student is required to purchase their gloves (unless they play a percussion instrument) and Drillmaster shoes, and will do so through Band Aids, also during band camp. As the uniforms are costly and must last many years, each student is asked to properly store the uniform in its garment bag after each wearing. Band Aids will be responsible for the cleaning of the uniforms.

•
The uniform for guard usually changes each year. This uniform is part of the visual interpretation of the music and is purchased by the guard student.

What does my child wear to and from competition?

Each student is required to wear a standard outfit to and from competition. This helps us to be visually recognized as a team, and presently consists of the post-performance band jacket (to be purchased by the student) and marching band show T-shirt. Because of the chilly fall weather, it is recommended that students dress in layers under their show T-shirt: thermal tops and bottoms, warm-up pants or sweat pants, and knee-length black socks (wool ski socks are ideal), all of which can be worn under the uniform. After the band has finished performing, uniforms are taken off and students then wear warm clothing, including the post-performance band jacket (purchased at band camp by the student). DHS marching band sweatshirts, knit pants, scarves and hats, which can be purchased through Band Aids, are very good post-performance apparel – visible in the stands, and warm. More details on ordering can be found later in the handbook.

Where do flags and props come from?

The marching band budget pays for flags and props, which are either purchased or made by parent and student volunteers, at the discretion of the Band Director and Guard Instructor.
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Why are there so many fundraisers?

The fact is that there are a lot of costs associated with a marching band program. The Band Director’s salary and most bus costs are included in the school budget. The Board of Education also supports this program with additional funding to help us with expenses. However, the majority of operating expenses for our marching band program budget must be covered by our organization, to address instructors’ fees, competition fees, pit truck rentals, music purchase, flags, etc. The money to pay for these items is raised by fundraisers. This includes the DHS Jamboree, ad sales for the Jamboree program book, pie sales, Notable Night Dinner and Silent Auction, and other events that you will see outlined in another section of this book. Without these programs and the wonderful support of the parents who both run and participate in them, our students would not have this wonderful marching band program.

What is the Spring Trip?

Each year, students are given the opportunity to compete in a festival. This trip usually also includes symphonic, jazz band and guard competitions. In the past, this has included such locations as Toronto, Virginia Beach, etc., and once every four years there has been a program at Disney World. The Band Director chooses the venue and location and works with a travel planner to put the trip together.

What are Student Accounts?

Student accounts contain a portion of money raised by the student in support of the band. After the $300 participation fee has been raised (usually through ad sales), a portion (currently 75%) of additional money raised by the student is placed into the student’s account. This helps the student to defray the cost of the Spring Trip. If the student is ambitious enough, their entire Spring Trip can be paid for by the profits they earn through fundraisers. Please note that both the fee amount and the apportionment are reviewed periodically to address the changing needs of the band.

What do parents HAVE to do?

There is no requirement of parents besides signing permission slips! However, even though they may not indicate it, every child enjoys having a parent support them and being present at the end of a rehearsal and competition, cheering them on. Like any sports competition, there are a lot of anxious moments as these students prepare to perform on the field and after as they anticipate results and wonder how they placed, and will there be a trophy for DHS in the end. This is an important and rewarding thing to share with your child.

What CAN parents do?

Parents can volunteer in many ways. There are a number of committees (outlined later in this book) that need your help. We can always use your ideas, your wisdom and experience to continue to make this a successful program that meets the changing needs of our students. We are extremely grateful for your involvement and in return it is our hope that you will find it a rewarding experience to share with your student and a great venue to meet new friends. There is a reason why parents from graduated students continue to find time to attend a competition or two. The marching band family is built through this involvement and it is a family to which you will always belong!
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Does Marching Band offer scholarships?

YES! Every spring, senior students are encouraged to submit an application and essay that is judged by a committee of parents. Each student’s name is removed by the committee chairperson prior to going through the review process, so there is complete anonymity during selection. Scholarships, totaling $4000 in recent years, are announced at the end-of-year band picnic.

What other fun events are associated with Marching Band?

· The marching band has a wonderful time playing for DHS Football home games and Homecoming. It’s a lot of fun for students and parents…

· In the winter, our fall guard participates in the Winter Guard program. Their show is always worth watching, and they love to see band musicians cheering them on in the stands during competition!

· The Stamford Balloon Parade, the weekend before Thanksgiving, is a wonderful event. This parade is the trial run for the balloons that will be in the Macy’s Thanksgiving parade, and is quite a spectacle!

· Notable Night, occurring in April, is a fundraising evening showcasing the musical talents of our students. In addition, Outback Steakhouse generously donates food and preparation staff to this event, and to top it all off, there is a fabulous Silent Auction that our guests look forward to every year.

· Band picnics, sponsored by Band Aids, occurs twice a year: once at the end of August to kick off the new season and get committees lined up, and once in June, to recognize our senior students and close out the music season.

We hope this gives you helpful information about the program!

ABOVE ALL, WE HOPE THIS IS A REWARDING AND MEMORABLE TIME IN YOUR LIVES AND WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

Danbury High School Marching Band/ Winter Guard

Danbury Band-Aids, Inc.
43 Clapboard Ridge Road • Danbury, CT  06811

