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Vocabulary
March and Maneuver – Phrase used to describe what the band does on the field.  Usually referred to as M&M… (not the candy!!!)

Company Front – A marching formation where the band faces the stands in one or two straight lines. Used for special effect. Done close to or at the end of a show.

The Show – Term used to describe the band and guard’s music and marching performance.

Horns to the Box – All instruments are raised at a 45-degree angle. Used to emphasize a particular musical section known as the “hit”. May be done at any time in the show, but common to see it at the end.

The Hit – A major point of emphasis in the music. A show may have more than one hit.

The Pit – Percussion instruments on the sidelines.

Pit Crew – The parents who load and unload equipment from the equipment truck and move the scenery, props, instruments, podiums and ladders on and off the field during the competitions and football games.

Drum Line – Refers to all the percussion instruments that march on the field: Bass drum, quints (5 drums linked together) and snare drums.

The Guard – Refers to the students who perform as members of the color guard. Their responsibility is to add dance, color, expression and movement to the show.  

Horn Line – The trumpets, marching horns, trombones, baritones and tubas.

Winds – The piccolos, flutes, clarinets and all saxophones.
MAC (Musical Arts Conference) – MAC is the organization that manages/directs our marching band competitions. The Musical Arts Conference is a coalition of music educators that have formed a non-profit organization in order to create a professional and educational outlet for high school ensembles to compete in.  

Classes – Bands compete within their class


Class 1:
35 musicians and under


Class 2:
36 – 50 musicians


Class 3: 
51 – 70 musicians


Class 4:
71 – 90 musicians


Class 5:
91 musicians and over

Vocabulary
Winter Guard – Color guard performances in a competition circuit during December through April. The guard performs to taped music.

The Podium(s) – Structures upon which the drum majors conduct the show.

The Majors – Also known as Drum Majors, they are the musical leaders of the marching band. They lead the band and guard on the field, conduct the show, and lead them off the field.

The Salute – Given by the majors at the beginning of each performance. The band does not begin its performance until the majors have saluted.

Band Council – Student leaders in the band, including all majors, guard captains and section leaders.

Staff – Persons hired by the band director and Band Aids to assist in the teaching of the show.  Usual staff members are drill instructor, guard instructor, percussion instructor and pit instructor.  May also include woodwind and brass instructors.

Props – A variety of items used to enhance the visual effect of the show. May include backdrops and scenery.

Visuals – Also known as visual effects; these are items that add to the color and pageantry of the show.

Danbury High School Marching Band/ Winter Guard

Danbury Band-Aids, Inc.
43 Clapboard Ridge Road • Danbury, CT  06811

